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The Magi and the Infant Jesus

by (Monk) Themistocles Adamopoulos

In the nativity account according to tG®spel of Matthewve read that when Jesus was born an astronor
event occured - the appearance of a unique star in the east! As a consequencdybthigi &ferodian Jeru-
salem, from the East, inquiring about a "new-born king" for whom they had come to offaipyéoow the
star to Bethlehem and offer expensive gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh ndettteJiesus:

"Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the kingghmld, wise men from|
the East came to Jerusalersaying. . .

"Where is he was has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his staha East, and have come
to worship him" (Matthew 2:1-2).

" . .andlo, the star, which they had seenin the East went before them, iillcame to rest over the place
where the child was" (M atthew 2:9)

Who were the Magi?

The Matthean Gospel is alone among the other three Gospels in its referdredttagi. Who, then, were
these "Mag" who followed the eastern star all the way to Jerusalem? Arsithgy a literary or poetic cred
tion by St. Matthew in order to add colour to the nativity account or did M agi actualtyireiie ancient
world? In fact, "M agi" were real historical figures in Babylonian antiguitiyeir activities, functions and
learning are well documented by ancient historiograp hers.

Herodotus Description of the Magi
Herodotus, who lived in the fifth-century before Christ, the celebrated ancient Gtieekdf "history-

nical

writing" (historiography),and the chronicler of the Greco-Persian wars, provides us with some very valpable

historical information concerningthat ancient class of people known as thelMag it is clear that by the

time of the birth of Christ, Magi were an already well-established andnaroaiste of people. He explains tfpat

Magi (Old Persian "Magu")*, originated from Medes (today's northern Iran), arelamezlite class or caste
Medes within the Persian empire. After an unsuccessful attempt to gaiogb otintrol of the empire, the

Medes turned from politics to piety, becoming the teachers and illumirgdttre Persians, specialising in Te

interpretation of dreams. Herodotus also informs us that Magi also assunstly fuiections with Persian s
ciety. This means that Magi would have been Zoroastrian priests (at tba anwastrianism was the domi-
nant religion of Persia). Indeed without them no official sacrifice could beedffarPersia.

Philo of Alexandria's Description of the Magi

Additionally, the Persian Magi were esteemed as honourable and virtuousSkalges in philosophy, medi
cine and natural science, they became the scholars of Persian society. InidegidAMdkandria commends
the Magi for their research of nature:

"And in the land of the barbarians. . . there are very numerous companies of virtuous and hononreble;
brated. Among the Persians there exists a group, the Magi, who investigatinaykkeofnature for the pur-
pose of becoming acquainted with the truth. . . initiate others in the divine virtues ybgleagrexp lana-
tions."(Philo,Every Good Man is Free, 78ee alsoOn Special Law400)

The Magi as Astrologers

Nevertheless astrology was their special expertise. Consequentlyalessed, like most people in antiquity

of

me

that Heaven communicated its desires and intentions through signs, comets, starerandieal phenom-




The Matthean Magi

Consequently, there is no need to imagine that the Matthean account of thes®Ibagid a star to Bethle-
hem is simply a nice story for children. On the contrary, the appearance of @orcéimary star over Persia
would have most certainly aroused the curiosity of some Persian M agi, of thaintengreting it as a mes-
sage from Heaven announcing the birth of a divinely appointed King.

What do we know specifically about the Magi whom St Matthew describes? To bdyih would seem tha
they were regarded as men of aristocratic rank even in Jerusalem. Thiemceslithy the fact that they had
instant access to King Herod's court. Their gifts also suggest that theyneerof some wealth. How did they
travel to Judeah from Persia? Because the journey would have taken them acrossgieserit seems mogt
feasible that they employed camels for their journey. How many Magi camership Jesus? Matthew dogp
not give us an exact number, he simply speaks of Magi in the plural. However based on thehgiftbe
offered to Jesus, three, it is traditionally considered that their number cordespto the gifts:

"...and goinginto the house they saw the child with Mary His mother, and they fell dowoped
Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankinaedsayrrh." (Matthew 2:11j).
* In Later times the term "magus"/ "magos" would evolve into a pejorativergggg, a synonym for
"sorcerer”, "soothsayer", "magician”, "fortune teller", "charlatan’ (&g Simon Magus). However the
"Magi" described by Herodotus and chronicled in St Matthew were an esteemed and hercastabf Per-
Sian society.
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Urojmé nga zemra Efi dhe Mihallag Qeleshi pér restaurantin e tyre : THE COFFEE MUG  Kupa e
Kafesé, i cili muajin e kaluar mori ¢ mimin: Restauranti mé i Miré pér Méngjesin, né Auburn. Pér mé
shumé se katér vjet ata jané pronaré té kétij restauranti. Shtaté dité né javé ata shérbejné gatime té
mrekullueshme pér Méngjes dhe Dreké. Vizitoheni restaurantin e tyre dhe shijoni gatimet e shijshme.
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Urojmé Lisa Gregory, pér postin né punén e sajté re si Asistente Administrative pér Kryepeshkopatén
Shqiptare. Lisa do t& punojé me At Arturin dhe Peshkopin Nikon. Por mos u friksoni sepse Lisa do té
vazhdojé té punojé pér Kishén e Shén Mérisé, dhe nga shpia do ti pérgjigjet detyrés sé re pér Kryep-
eshkopatén.
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Shumé urime pér Roberta Boria, pér dyganin e saj té ri  The French Twist @& u hap kété muaj né
rrugén Pleasant né sheshin Tatnuck né zonén e Usterit. Atje shiten, rroba, képucé, ¢canta dore si dhe
bizhuteri t&¢ ndryshme. Ndaloni né dyganin e saj dhe uroni Robertan fat té mbaré né kété pérpjekje té
sajtére.
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Ju lutemi ndihmoni grupin drejtues té kishés, dséi@uar né Memo té cegeve gé i dérgoni Kishésemekai
dérguar kontributin tuaj, si p.sh. pledge = dhueapéemtuar, memorial donation = pér pérkugtimgesneral do-
nation =thjesht dhuraté. Kjo do ndihmojé gé parétédepozitohen né fondacionin pérkatés
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Tidings = Lajmet e reja, té Kishés botohet njéheré né dy muaj dhe afati i funditlésntés e muajit té
kaluar. Cdo lajm qé do té botohet duhet gé fillimisht t& aprovohet nga Kisha dhe té meeedtiitaé
fundit.Gjithashtu afati i fundit pér Buletinin e sé Dielés éshté e dita e M&rkur
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