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 Any good event takes planning and the more important the events then even 
more planning is necessary for the event to be successful. We plan for all sorts of 
things; parties, weddings, birthdays, vacations, retirement, family reunions, soccer 
games to name a few important ones. The planning can involve creating a menu, 
booking a room or banquet hall, scheduling a band, renting a car or a tux, buying 
supplies, hours of practicing, etc. In any case planning usually involves three very 
important things; time, money and effort. Good planning takes hours, lots of capital 

outlay and creative effort. We usual make plans for those things that we think are important. Each and 
every year our society spends millions, perhaps even billions of dollars on planning. In many cases most of 
the events planned last a few hours at the most and are then over, only to be remembered by a few photo 
snapshots, which either we treasure or end up in a photo album in a box in the attic, basement or garage. 
Really I find all of this deeply sad. It is sad because all this planning is literally “here today, and gone to-
morrow” (James 1:9-11).  

 The big question however, the most important question is are we making plans for the most impor-
tant event in the history of our lives, or more accurately the most important event of all of human history: 
the Last and Final Judgment, when every single man, woman, young person and child will stand before 
Almighty God and give an answer for what they have done with the life and soul that the Lord gave them. 
Just as sure as you are reading this article right now you and I will be there on that Day to account for 
every second of our lives. We will account for every action, every thought, every neglected opportunity, 
every wasted moment (Revelations 20:11-15). In reality our whole life, that’s right, our whole life from the 
cradle to the grave is a “planning” period for that Great and Final Day. The question is have we have made 
any plans? 

 There are so many mistaken 
ideas about life and its purpose. Some 
people grow up believing that life has to 
do with success. Success has many defi-
nitions however. Is a person successful 
who owns a prosperous business and the 
dies and leaves a large inheritance to 
his/her family? Is success counted by 
the number of awards and plaques 
earned by a person in their lifetime? Is 
success measured by leaving successful 
children and grandchildren behind? 
(Matthew 16:26) If we believe what 
God says to us in the Holy Scriptures 
then none of the above even comes 
close in qualifying for success. Success 
is based upon the answer to one ques-
tion “Did I seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness?” (Matthew 
6:33)     
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 A person may have succeeded in all the above ways but not hear the Lord says at that Great and Final Day, 
“Enter in you good and faithful servant into the joys of the Lord.” (Matthew 25:21) Rather, they may hear the 
most tragic words uttered in the universe, “Depart from me, I never knew you.” (Matthew 7:23) 

 Great Lent has many opportunities for eternal planning. Praying, fasting, reading the Bible, giving alms 
to the poor, attending the extra services to give your heart a chance to repent and change your ways by the 
grace of God. A chance to say, “Yes” to God when all year long you have said “No”.   

 On that great and Final Day when we stand before the Lord there will be no excuses accepted. “It was 
too cold outside to attend services.” “We Albanians are not very religious.” “I am not really that bad of a sin-
ner.” “Attending Sunday Divine Liturgy is enough.” “I don’t want to become a religious fanatic.” None of 
these excuses will “hold water” with the Lord.  

 Great Lent is not only a time of preparation for the Great and Final Test but it is also a time of prepara-
tion that “we may behold the Lord’s saving passion”. We need to SEE Christ and what He did for us on the 
Cross. We need to SEE and FEEL it in order to truly celebrate Pascha, the Resurrection of our Lord, God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, and the only way we can SEE and FEEL it is to prepare ourselves in the mean time. I am 
told that as many as 800-1000 people will attend the Paschal services at St. Mary’s. This is a mystery to me. I 
am told that many hundreds will come simply to have their candle lit and then they’ll lave the church and go 
home and party. WHY! Why when they have not SEEN Christ and His glorious Passion? (Romans 10:8-10) A 
candle lit means nothing if the Light of Christ is not in our hearts and in our minds and a daily part of our Life 
(Revelation 3:20). Otherwise it is just empty and useless superstition and ends up condemning our souls and 
not saving them. 

 So again I ask you the question…what are YOU preparing for? Will it entail hours of preparations and 
hundreds of dollars? Will it be here and gone before you know it or will it be eternal and everlasting? Will it 
outlast your death and lead you to the Kingdom of Heaven and your own resurrection on the last day or will it 
condemn you to hell? WHAT ARE YOU PREPARING FOR? 

Rev. Father Timothy Cremeens 
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  March 7 ...................Holy  Altar Candles f or 3rd Sunday  of Lent:Veneration of  the Holy  Cross ........ $15  

 March 14 ................Holy  Altar Candles f or 4th Sunday  of  Lent: St. John of the Ladder ................ $15  

 March 21 ................Holy  Altar Candles f or the 5th Sunday  of  Lent ............................................. $15  

 March 27 ................Holy  Altar Candles f or Saturday  of  Lazarus ................................................ $15  

 March 28 ................Holy  Altar Candles f or Palm Sunday  .......................................................... $15  

 Holy  Week 

 Fragrant Incense and Charcoal ................................................................................................ $50  

 March 28 ................Holy  Altar Candles f or Bridegroom Matins I (Palm Sunday Evening) ................ $15  

 March 29 ... .............Holy  Altar Candles f or Bridegroom Matins II (Monday Ev ening) ...................... $15  

 March 30 ................Holy  Altar Candles f or Bridegroom Matins III (Tuesday Ev ening) ..................... $15  

 March 31 ................Holy  Altar Candles f or Holy Wednesday  Ev ening Unction Serv ice ................. $15  

  Candles & Vigil Lights f or Holy  Wednesday  Ev ening Unction Serv ice Table ............................. $15  

  Holy  Wednesday  Ev ening Oliv e Oil f or Holy  Unction Serv ice .................................................. $20  

 April 1 ....................Holy  Altar Candles f or Holy Thurs day  Morning Liturgy  ................................. $15  

  Holy  Altar Candles f or Holy Thurs day  Ev ening Matins of  12 Gospels ...................................... $15  

  The 12 GospeI Candles f or Holy  Thursday  Ev ening Matins .................................................... $25  

 April 2 ....................Holy  Altar Candles f or Good Friday  Morning Great Hours ............................ $15  

  Holy  Altar Ca ndles f or Good Friday  Afternoon Bur ial Vespers ................................................. $ 15  

  Holy  Altar Candles f or Good Friday  Ev ening Lam entation Serv ice .......................................... $15  
        
  Good Fr iday  Morning Pet af i Candles ………… ……… ……… ……… ……… ……… ………..... $30  

      Good F riday  Ros e Wat er f or Pet af i lam entat ion Serv ice ……… ……… ……… ………. ......... $15  

   Good Friday  Petaf i Cross of Flowers ..................................................................................... $40  

 April 3 ....................Holy  Altar Candles f or Holy  Saturday  Morning Liturgy  ................................... $15  

Holy  Altar Candles f or Pascha Liturgy  .................................................................................. $15  

 April 4 ...................... H ol y Altar Candles f or Pascha Agape Vespers ............................. ………….$15  

 April 11 .................... H ol y Altar Candles f or St. Thomas Sunday  Liturgy  ......................................$15  

 April 25  ............................... H ol y Altar Candles f or Sunday  of the Paraly tic Liturgy  .................................$15  

   April 28  ................................ H ol y Altar Candles f or Pentecost......................................................................$15  

 Ma y 2  ................................... H ol y Altar Candles f or Samaritan Woman ..................................................$15  

 Ma y 13 ..................... Holy  Altar Candles f or the Ascension of  Our Lord and Sav ior Jesus Christ.....$15  

 Ma y 16  ................................. H ol y Altar Candles f or Sunday  of  the Father of the 1st Ecumenical Council....$15  

 Ma y 21 ..................... H ol y Altar Candles f or Sts. Constantine and Helen……… ……………………..$15  

 If  y ou wish to donate any of  the abov e items please call the Church Off ice at 756-1690 or stop in after the                      
 Div ine Liturgy  on Sunday . Please make y our checks pay able to St. Mary 's Assumption Albanian Orthodox Church.  
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· Ju lutemi ndihmoni grupin drejtues të kishës, duke sqaruar në Memo të çeqeve që i dërgoni Kishës, përse e kini 
dërguar kontributin tuaj, si p.sh. pledge = dhuratë e premtuar, memorial donation = për përkujt imore, general do-
nation = thjesht dhuratë. Kjo do ndihmojë që paratë të depozitohen në fondacionin përkatës  
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· Tidings = Lajmet e reja, të Kishës botohet njëherë në dy muaj dhe afati i fundit është data 15 e muajit të 
kaluar. Çdo  lajm që do të botohet duhet që fillimisht të aprovohet nga Kisha dhe të meret para afatit të 
fundit.Gjithashtu afati i fundit për Buletinin e së Dielës është e dita e Mërkurë 
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