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August 30 2026

13th Sunday of Matthew
Epistle Reading : St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 16:13-24
Gospel Reading : Matthew 21:33-42
Apodosis of the Feast of the Forerunner, Alexander, John, and Paul the New, Patriarchs of Constantinople, Phantinos the Righteous of

Calabria, 16 Monk-martyrs of Thebes, 6 Martyrs of Melitene, The Synaxis of the Holy Hierarchs of Serbia, The Holy New Martyrs of
Serbia, Fiacre the Hermit of Meaux

UPCOMING WORSHIP
Wednesday, September 2— Paraklesis, 6:00 pm
Saturday, September 5 — NO Great Vespers

MEMORIAL
We observe a 1 year memorial for Violet Laska. Grure is provided in loving memory
by family. Memory eternal!

FEAST DAY PICNIC CELEBRATION

We will gather today, August 30th, right after Divine Liturgy in the lower parking
lot for our Feast Day Picnic! In heartfelt appreciation for your constant generosity,
everyone is invited to enjoy a free cookout and spend time in joyful fellowship as we
honor the Most Holy Theotokos, our patroness whose holy name our church carries
on this blessed feast day.

REFLECTION

O Master, Lord our God, the Source of Life and Immortality, the Author of all created
things both visible and invisible, who has established all seasons and times by thine own
authority and directs all things with thine all-wise and all-gracious providence; we thank
thee for thy bounties, which though has poured out upon us during our life that is

past. And we entreat thee, O all-bountiful Lord: Bless the crown of the new year by thy
goodness. Bestow thy good things from above upon all thy people, as also health,
salvation and good furtherance in all things. Deliver thy holy Church, this city and all
cities and countrysides from every evil assault, and vouchsafe unto them peace and
tranquility; and grant that we may always offer thanksgiving unto thee, the unoriginate
Father, together with thine only-begotten Son and thine all-holy, good and life-giving
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages, Amen

-Prayer at the beginning of the Ecclesiastical Year (Indiction)

GRAPEVINE PICNIC AT ST. NICHOLAS

Our friends at St. Nicholas invite everyone to join them for their annual Grapevine
Picnic on Saturday and Sunday, September 12th & 13th, starting at 12:00 P.M.! It
promises to be a great weekend filled with delicious ethnic food, pastries, music, and
great fellowship. There will be plenty of fun for families too, including a bounce house,
a Taekwondo demonstration, and a free soccer class. Bring a friend along and enjoy the
fun with our neighbor parish!

SUMMER WORSHIP

During your summer trips, think about attending an Orthodox Church in the area where
you are vacationing. It is good to experience the differences of Orthodox parishes and by
doing this, we can keep God in our lives even as we are on vacation. If you are planning
a trip and do not know if there is an Orthodox Church in the area, or do not know which
one to attend, ask Fr. Mark to help!

FOOD PANTRY

Consider volunteering at the St. Spyridon Food Pantry! You can access the signup form
at https://bit.ly/4qUFwWYN.

Taking a moment to help can make a profound difference for the families who rely on
these resources. We want to emphasize that this invitation is open to everyone— and you
can sign up for any week you choose. Your hands and your heart are most welcome

here.

SHORT TERM CARE FOR A LOVED ONE

Holy Trinity Respite Care offers temporary stays for seniors needing short-term care.
Guests receive 24/7 nursing supervision, medication management, management, meals,
comfortable accommodations, rehabilitation access, and engaging social activities.
While typically a private expense, support may be available through long-term care
insurance or Massachusetts Elder Services. For information, contact Holy Trinity
Admissions at 508-852-1000.



https://bit.ly/4qUFwYN.

THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD

our attention is called to the patient generosity of the

householder who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around
it, and leased it to vinedressers before traveling to a far country.
Yet, as season after season arrives, the tenants beat, stone, and
kill the servants sent to collect the fruit. When the owner finally
sends his own beloved son, expecting him to be respected, the
tenants cast him out of the vineyard and slay him, foolishly
believing they can seize his inheritance for themselves.
We are challenged by Christ’s teaching to examine our own
stewardship of the gifts entrusted to us. Jesus gently reveals
how easily spiritual pride, self-interest, and the pursuit of power
can harden human hearts, leading people to reject the very
truth that offers them life. The stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone, reminding us that God’s
Kingdom is given not to those who claim earthly authority or
status, but to those who produce its true fruits—justice, humble
service, and an unconditional, welcoming embrace toward the
poor, the displaced, and the vulnerable.

@ oday, when we hear the Parable of the Wicked Tenants,




